
Burning  

Residential  

Waste 

LEARN BEFORE YOU 
BURN! 

• Know the Law  
• Know What to Do  
• Know Who to Contact  

WHAT IS RESIDENTIAL    
BURNING?  

Residential burning is the disposal of 
waste from a residence by burning it out-
doors on the ground. 

 

HOW DO YOU TO OBTAIN A 
BURN PERMIT?  

 

A residential burn permit is intended for 
the disposal of the combustible or flam-
mable vegetative material from a single- 
or two-family dwelling unit or residence 
by burning outdoors in small burn piles, 
no larger than 4 ft x 4 ft. Residential 
burning is not agricultural, including pre-
scribed, burning. You can receive a burn 
permit through Cal-Fires website: 

www.burnpermit.fire.ca.gov/ 

 

CAL FIRE Burn Permits are only valid within the State Responsi-
bility Area (SRA) or where CAL FIRE has jurisdiction. Violations of 

any Burning Permit Terms are a violation of  State Law. 

THE FOLLOWING ARE 
BURNING PERMIT            
REQUIREMENTS: 

 

1. Maximum pile size: 4 feet in     
diameter 

2. Clear all flammable materials and 
vegetation   within 10 ft of the 
outer edge of pile 

3. Keep a water supply close to the 
burn site 

4. An adult should be present with a 
shovel until the fire is out 

5. No burning shall be prohibited, 
unless weather conditions are 
considered safe for burning 

 
No household trash or     
garbage can be burned   
outdoors at residences! 

Dry, natural vegetation grown on the      
property can be burned outdoors in 
open piles, unless prohibited by local 
ordinances. Burning can only be done 
on permissive burn days, and permits 
are only valid on those days as deter-

mined by the State Air Resources 
Board, Lassen County Air  Pollution 

Control District (APCD), or CAL-FIRE. 

Violations Of Any Burning Permit Terms Are Violation 
of State Law (Public Resources Code 4421, 4422, 4423 

And 4425) 

http://www.burnpermit.fire.ca.gov/


ARE THERE ANY EXEMPTIONS? 

No exemptions are allowed for burning      
plastics and household garbage. In   

recognition of limited availability of waste 
services in some of the more rural and 
sparsely populated areas of California, 

some exemptions may be allowed to burn 
paper and cardboard, and the use burn 
barrels, in designated geographic areas. 

Check with Lassen County APCD to       
determine if you live in an exemption    

area. 

HOW CAN WE REDUCE               
VEGETATION BURNING AT          

RESIDENCES? 

 

Residents can compost their vegetation 
waste or "green waste" in their yards. 

Mulching lawnmowers eliminate clean-up 
time and cost. Chipped twigs and branches 
make excellent landscaping material and 

can also be composted.  

Many communities without regular green 
waste collection do have composting areas 

as at the local landfill. For more  infor-
mation about alternatives to burning     

vegetation, including biomass conversion 
to energy, visit this website:  

www.2.arb.ca.gov  

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH 
HOUSHOLD WASTE? 

 

Reduce: Buy products in bulk or       
economy sizes rather than single serving 
sizes. Buy durable, repairable products 
and products that can be reused, or     
refilled. 

Reuse: Donate unwanted clothing,     
furniture and toys to charities. Give      
unwanted magazines and books to     
hospitals or libraries.  

Recycle: Separate recyclable items from 
residential waste and prepare them for 
waste collection. 

Dispose properly: If you are unable to 
get routine waste collection service at 
your residence, combine trips to approved 
waste disposal facilities.  

 

WHAT ARE SOME OTHER                     
ALTERNATIVES TO BURNING?  

 

Composting: Organic material such as 
fruit and vegetable scraps, coffee 
grounds, eggshells, leaves, and grass  
clippings can be composted into mulch 
and natural fertilizer for gardens. You can 
check out the website below for more   
information about how to start. 

www.greenhousemegastore.com 

Shredding: Inexpensive paper shredders 
can be purchased to destroy personal pa-
per at home, before recycling or disposal. 
Shredded newspapers can also be      
composted.  

STATEWIDE RULES TO REDUCE 
POLLUTION 

As of January 1, 2004, household waste 
can no longer be burned at residences. 
The following  restrictions are enforced 

statewide.  

1. Only vegetation grown on your     
property can be burned at your       
residence.  

2. The use of burn barrels or backyard 
incinerators are not allowed. 

3. If allowed to burn vegetation, you must 
start the fire with an ignition   device 
that is approved by Lassen County 
APCD. 

4. Residential burning can only occur on 
an approved burn day.  



 

CONTACT LIST AND             
RESOURCES 

HOW CAN WE REDUCE               
VEGETATION BURNING AT          

RESIDENCES? 

 

Residents can compost their vegetation 
waste or "green waste" in their yards. 

Mulching lawnmowers eliminate    clean-
up time and cost. Chipped twigs and 

branches make excellent        landscap-
ing material and can also be composted. 

Many communities without regular 
green waste collection do have compost-
ing areas at the local landfill. For more 
information about alternatives to burn-
ing vegetation, including biomass con-
version to energy, visit this website:  

www.2.arb.ca.gov  

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH 
BURN BARRELS AND ASH? 

 

Do not dispose of ash on the ground or 
into waterways. Take it to an approved 
disposal facility. Transfer stations and  

landfills accept ash and barrels            
separately. Remember to let the ash cool 

for at least 3 days to make certain no  
embers or heat can start a fire at the    

disposal location. 

WHAT APPROVED RECYCLING 
AND DISPOSAL FACILITIES 

ARE NEARBY? 

 

Find the facilities nearest you by calling 
Lassen Regional Solid Waste Management 
District at: (530) 252-1529 or by visiting 
their website:  

www.lrswma.com 

Learn what to do with various materials, 
by going to EARTH911 and clicking on 
“Recycling Search” website:  

 

www.earth911.com  

You can also find out about recycling, 
transfer, and disposal facilities at the 
CalRecycle website:  

 

www.calrecycle.ca.gov/SWFacilities 

or More Information, Contact Lassen County 
Lassen Air Pollution Control District   
Office: 720 South St. Susanville, CA

(530) 252-4247                            
Burn Line:  (530) 257-2876            
Website: www.lassenair.org  

 

CAL-FIRE Lassen-Modoc Unit           
Office: 697-345 Highway 36             

Susanville, CA                             
(530) 257-4171                           

Website: www.fire.ca.gov 

  

California Air Resources Board  Office:  
1001 I St. Sacramento, CA            

(800) 242-4450                            
Website: www.2arb.ca.gov                
Email: helpline@arb.ca.gov 

YOU CAN MAKE A             
DIFFERENCE  

 

 If you observe illegal burning, or if 
you would like to report a continual 

problem burner, contact                
Lassen County APCD 

ONLY contact your local fire depart-
ment when there is an immediate 

emergency 

http://www.lrswma.com
http://www.earth911.com



